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Welcome to
Beech Hyde Primary School
and Nursery and thank you
for your interest in our
school...

Beech Hyde is a warm and caring community school where every child is valued this is at the heart of everything we do. I hope the information provided in this
prospectus gives you a flavour of what Beech Hyde is like. We work as a team,
constantly striving to achieve the very best for our children and pride ourselves
in creating an environment which enables our children to progress academically,
socially, emotionally and physically to their maximum potential.
All schools are very different and choosing the right one for your child is not
an easy task. I wish you every success in finding the school that best suits your
child’s unique personality, interests and learning needs. The best way to get a
feel for a school is to come and visit us in action. I look forward to meeting you
and welcoming both you and your child to our school.
Hazel Millard
Headteacher

Our Mission and Aims

At Beech Hyde, we value everyone as an individual. Our supportive,
challenging environment places equal importance on academic progress
and the nurture of self-belief. We strive to help every child to
reach their maximum potential and leave us as well-rounded, life-long
learners.

To achieve this we:
• Provide a warm, welcoming environment
• Embrace the diverse social and emotional needs of each child
• Deliver a broad and enriched curriculum that inspires every learner
• Develop a spirit of curiosity and actively encourage independent learning
• Promote the school’s ethos of tolerance, respect and mutual support
• Trust the children in a wide range of duties to develop a sense of social
responsibility

Learning at Beech Hyde

At Beech Hyde we believe in children’s entitlement to a broad, balanced, relevant and
differentiated curriculum. We have high expectations and a strong focus on literacy and
numeracy. We appreciate that a child’s ability to understand and communicate with others
is an important step to success. We aim to nurture concepts and skills in numeracy which
enable children to develop their ability to problem solve and investigate. Acquiring scientific
knowledge is important, so that children become actively engaged, inspired and curious about
the world around them.
We promote enjoyment for learning and encourage children to be independent,
reflective learners through the development of thinking skills. Educational
visits, workshops, visiting speakers and theatre groups extend opportunities
for learning and enhance the curriculum. Getting a clear picture of how each
individual learns best is important. Well established procedures are in place to
identify and meet children’s individual needs.
Each child’s progress is carefully
monitored so that appropriate action
can be taken to help any child who
might be struggling with a particular
area of learning, to provide the more
able with appropriate challenge and to
help every child fulfil their potential.

Inclusive Provision
Within each class work is differentiated to suit the needs of the individual child. Inclusive
provision includes learning difficulties, sensory impairment, physical difficulties, behavioural
and emotional problems as well as meeting the needs of the especially gifted and talented.
The staged approach of the Code of Practice for the identification and assessment of
Special Educational Needs operates within the school. Once a difficulty is identified,
provision is made to meet that need and progress is carefully monitored through an
Individual Education Plan (I.E.P.). At later stages the class teacher and Inclusion Manager
may receive support from outside agencies. Parents are fully consulted and encouraged to
actively participate at all stages.

Sex Education
Sex education is taught throughout the school both as a
discreet subject and as part of the science curriculum. Parents
are informed of the contents and can actually watch the video
clips at the Parent Information Evening and if they so wish
they have the right to withdraw their child.

Learning at Beech Hyde

Educational Visits
Educational visits are an important part of pupils’ experience and are designed to enrich
particular aspects of the curriculum. They are planned to complement and reinforce topics.
The school also regularly welcomes visitors into school to further enhance learning. Visits
vary from places in the locality such as the library, St Helen’s Church, Devil’s Dyke to
further afield including residential trips for children in year 6.

Extra Curricular Clubs
Beech Hyde has a strong commitment to helping children develop interests beyond academic
work. A varied range of extra-curricular activities are organised by enthusiastic staff
to provide additional opportunities which extend children’s experiences. The children are
expected to make a commitment to the activity and attend regularly.
During the last year activities have included:
Athletics, Football, Art and Craft Clubs for KS1 and KS2, Netball, Dance, Choir, Beginner and
Advanced Ocarina, Beginner and Advanced Recorder, Musical Theatre, Rounders, Tag Rugby,
Photography, Radio, Cross Country and Gardening Club.

Behaviour
We take great pride in the behaviour of our pupils. The emphasis in the school is to praise
positive behaviour, attitude and effort and to increase children’s awareness of the need to
make a positive contribution to their community.
We have a Positive Behaviour Management Policy which is consistently applied by all adults
who work in our school. Our Positive Behaviour Management Policy is linked to our simple
school rules which we refer to as The Beech Hyde Code:

At Beech Hyde we:
• try our best at all times
• treat people the way we would like to be treated
• are kind, friendly and do not hurt other people’s feelings
• work together and encourage each other
• take care of everyone and everything in our school
W.A.S.P.S After School Club
The Wheathampstead After School Play Scheme is an
independent organisation, based in our Nursery, which
provides a valuable service for parents. It organises out
of school care in the morning with Breakfast Club from
7:30am and from the end of school until 6:15pm. W.A.S.P.S is
available to all Wheathampstead children aged 5 to 11 years.

Broader Opportunities

Taking on responsibility is part of the Beech
Hyde ethos and children have the opportunity
to put themselves forward to be voted on
to the School Council each year. The School
Council helps to make important decisions in
school and decides on the focus for charity
fundraising. They meet fortnightly with the
Deputy Headteacher and report back to their
classes, seeking their views.
The Eco-Committee is made up of a
representative from each class who meet
fortnightly to decide on Eco-projects for the
school to become involved in.
In Year 2 the children are given the opportunity
to be a ‘buddy’ for the new Reception class. They
relish the experience of being a guide to the newest
children in the school. In fact, these children often
remain friends throughout their school career at
Beech Hyde.
In Year 5 the children have the
opportunity to take on responsibilities in
the dining room at lunchtime, assisting
other children with their lunch and
helping the Mid-day Supervisory
Assistants. Being in Year 6 has the added
expectation of taking on more whole
school duties such as setting up the hall
for assemblies and collecting/delivering
the class registers.

We run a House System and when the
children enter the Reception class they will be
allocated a ‘House’; Amwell, Lamer, Marford
or Waterend. Every week they have the
opportunity to earn house points which are
added up collectively and the winning house is
awarded the House Points Cup in our Sharing
Assembly. On Sports Day the children
compete in their houses and in the summer
term we have House Assemblies each week
to encourage and promote team spirit. The
houses have a boy and a girl House Captain
from Year 6.
Playground Leaders are a group of Year 6 children who
have had training in initiating playtime games with children
of all ages. This is a role that is enjoyed by all the children
and it is a further opportunity to mix with younger children
in the school and be good role models.

Partnerships with Parents

Home and School
At Beech Hyde we value and appreciate the important role you have to play in supporting
your child and developing a positive attitude to school and learning. We offer a wide range of
opportunities for parents to actively participate in supporting their children in school. These
include:
• Open afternoons – once a term parents are invited into school to have a look around their
child’s classroom and to see their work.
• Parent/teacher consultations – this is an opportunity to find out how your child is doing in
school. These take place in the autumn and spring terms.
• Annual School Report - these are sent home at the end of the summer term and they
include details of your child’s progress to date together with targets for further
progression.
• School Newsletter – Each fortnight an electronic school newsletter is sent out to all
parents including notices for upcoming events and a summary of events that have taken
place that week.
• Curriculum Workshops – These are organised on an ad-hoc basis linked to areas that we
are focusing on in the School Development Plan.
• Parent Volunteers support the school in a variety of ways; hearing children read, helping
with practical lessons and accompanying classes on school trips.

Induction
We have a comprehensive Induction plan which runs throughout the summer term prior to
the children moving/joining classes in the following September. There are many opportunities
for the children to take part in a number of activities including:
•

For children joining the Nursery we organise ‘Stay and Play’ sessions where parents and
children spend time in the Nursery when they are first offered a place.

•

For children joining the Reception class we organise several story times – an opportunity
for the children to join their teacher for half an hour in their classroom for a story and
to sing some songs.

•

Reception Induction Meeting for all reception parents to give up-to-date information on
the year ahead.

•

For all other children moving up to their next class we have a ‘meet the teacher’ morning
at the end of the summer term.

We work closely with our local secondary schools to ensure a positive and effective
transition for the children in Year 6 as they move into Year 7 at their new school.

Beech Hyde Association
All parents automatically become members of the BHA when they join the school community.
The BHA are extremely active and hard-working and they organise various functions
throughout the year. These events raise money enabling the BHA to provide equipment that
might not otherwise be available to the school.

The Governing Body
Our Governing Body takes a full part in the life of the school. The Governors bring to their
role a wide breadth of interest, experience and expertise. Some of the work is managed
in sub-committees but all Governors share responsibility. There are a number of Parent
Governors as well as Community and Local Authority Governors. Minutes of the meetings are
available from the school office.

And Finally...
We would be delighted to welcome you on a visit to our fantastic school. We hold open
mornings/afternoons for parents/carers who are seeking a place in our reception class.
These take place in the Autumn term and provide an opportunity to meet some of our
children, governors, parents and staff.

Please consult our website for more detailed information about life at
Beech Hyde:
www.beechhyde.herts.sch.uk
If you are looking for a school place for an older child please telephone
Hertfordshire Admissions to establish if we have any vacancies in the
appropriate year group.
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Phone: 01582 832661
Fax: 01582 834384
Email: admin@beechhyde.herts.sch.uk
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Beech Hyde Primary School & Nursery
Nurseries Road
Wheathampstead
St Albans
Hertfordshire
AL4 8TP

